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STAT

1t Fsbruary 198¢

The Honorsble Anthony C. Sellenson

The Fermsnent Select Committee on Intelligence
UeSe House of Kepresentatives

Washington, D.C.

Caar Congreseman Feilenson:

In the name of a small group of loysl Anericans--the former
spouses of CIA oversess officers--we should like to sxpreass
sfain our great gratitude for your sipport of the 1084
ril11, HR~5805, that would have provided retirement benefits
to the former spouses of CIA overseas officers who were
excluded from such coverage under the 1962 law, Pi 97=269.
The same women--because they are ineligitle to receive
survivor ammuities--are also ineligitle to receive the
benefits of the 1984 Civil Service legisletion (FL GB-£€1%5),
which gave certain @ivorced and widowed CIA spousee vitally
neaded rigrhte to groupr health insurence.

Althourh equskly deserving, these former CIA spouser were
excluded from coverage by FI 97-269, because their divorces
had already occurred and, in some cgees, the officers had
already retired. The excludes group included many of the
women who had worked hard to support this legislation,
because they realized from their own experience how much ite
protection is needed.

It is for these women that we ask for new legiMlation--perhaps
even more ¢lfficult to achlieve~~that would cive ther righte to
Fovernment-gunported retirement snmuities, ss well ac group

medicel insurance coversgre that they would pay for themselves.

The concept of goverrment support for former soougee of US
officiale serving abroad, we believe, wae ertatliched by the
1965 legislation, givins pensions to widowe of Foreiem fervice
Cfficers (Fl 89-308). Kedefined &n 1974, thie law ir etill in
effect, and sonme widows mre etill Yeing panié under its mandate.

Tearly all of the excluded women are facing penury st the result
of thelr overseas years serving thies country. (A 1983-84 survey
rhowed that only 2 percent ef the wonmen interviewed snticipated
financial security in their old age.) Fany were unatle to
sccert career-enhancing pald emrloyment “Hecnuse of diplomatic
»rehibitions and the demande of cover, mae well ne their frequent
novés from country to country. Also, they hed 1ittle time
eurilatle, beceuse meny were efficinlly reguired gnd others
volunteered to fulflll g wide veriety of miscion-supporting
duties. In meny ceses, the officiml evaluetions of their
contributions are now part of Federal records. (4 more ceriplete
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CIA Spouses (Cont'd.)

resume of the unique role of the spouses of CIA's overseas officers
is sttached.)

Today, many of the excluded former CIA spouses are in resl need.
For the most part, older women with outdated gkills, they are
finding pald employment, as well as an adequate retirement
earned from such employment, impossible to obtein. Many are
encountering the health problems of old ege, often complicated

b{ handicaps incurred or exacerbated by long years and difficult
life abroad.

We ask that once agaln you come to the 2id of these women who have
served their country long end well. Your help will be most
appreciated.

Sincerely,
Enclosure: 1

Barbara Colby

STAT
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